
permanent solution to remove 
this element from the commu-

nity .   

 

With regard to the burglaries, 

evidence, eyewitness reports, 
and information collected from 

the victims point to numerous 

similarities among these bur-

glaries.  Each time, the perpe-

trators enter through the slid-
ing glass door on the bottom 

level of the townhome, by 

removing the stationary panel 

from the rails.  

 
Victims have all reported the 

belief that the burglars were in 

their homes for considerable 

lengths of time, methodically 
going through drawers, mat-

tresses, and closets, taking with 

them items of great value ñ 

jewelry, tools, digital TVs, lap-

tops, etc.  Losses from each of 
these burglaries range from 

$1000 to $10,000.   

The Neighborhood Watch Com-
mittee has recently learned of 

two separate shooting incidents 

and  a number of break-ins in the 

community.   

 
Westminster Police Department 

is aware of these criminal activi-

ties and, since these incidents 

remain under investigation, little 

information can be shared at this 
point. 

 

In cooperation with the West-

minster Police Department, the 

Neighborhood Watch Commit-
tee requests your assistance with 

the following: 

 

Be alert.  Become familiar 

with vehicles and activities in 
your area and report suspi-

cious people and activities to 

authorities.  Refrain from calling 

911 to report these concernsñ

call the non-emergency line: 303-
658-4360. 

Know your neighbors.  Get 

acquainted with them and 

agree to watch out for each 

other.  Trade contact informa-

tion so you can alert your 
neighbors of any suspicious 

activity. Itõs better to call a 

neighbor to report something 

you think is suspicious and find 

out later it was nothing than 
to find out later that the call 

you meant to make and didnõt 

may have prevented a bur-

glary...or a more vicious crime. 

If you believe you are witness-
ing criminal activity, DO NOT 

APPROACH THE INDIVID-

UAL(S).  CALL 911.  

 

 

Donõt advertise your be-

longings.  Draw your blinds, 

draperies and curtains during 
the day. 

Train your children not to 

open the door to strang-
ers.   

Refer to the article in this 

edition, How to Lock Out 

Crime. for instructions on 

how you can shore up the 
stationary panel on your slid-

ing glass door to prevent en-

try, along with other measures 

that will augment the safety 

and security in your home. 

Take the Home Security and 
Safety Checklist., provided by 

the Westminster Police De-

partment, which will give you a 

great guideline to follow to 

further ensure your safety and 
security. 

 

The shootings have been con-

fined to one area of the complex 

and are believed to be limited to 
one unit in the community. Police 

involvement has resulted in ar-

rests, and the Neighborhood 

Watch Committee has been 
actively involved in seeking a 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

...two sepa-

rate shoot-

ing incidents 

and  a num-

ber of break

- ins in the 

communityé 

http://www.dothanpolice.org/images/stories/pdf/national-night-out.pdf
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Figure 1 Typical patio door 

lock . 

National Night Out 

How to Lock Out Crime: How to Lock Out Crime:   

Home Security ð Patio 

Doors 

If you are like most Cobble-

stone residents, you are 

concerned about the safety 

of your home and your 

community. One particular 
type of crime that worries 

residents here is breaking 

and entering or burglary.  

By knowing the conditions 

favorable to burglars and 

taking steps to eliminate 

those conditions, you can 

greatly reduce the chances 

that your home will be tar-

geted. Being proactive and 

implementing a well-

thought-out plan can: 

significantly reduce 

the opportunity for a 

crime to be commit-

ted; and 

minimize the conse-

quences ð both per-

sonal and property 

damages ð if a crime 
does occur.  

How Burglars Get In 

Most sliding patio doors are 

equipped with a single lock-

ing mechanism located midway 

on the outside edge of the sliding 

panel. The spurred bolt of the 

lock engages the lip of the strike 

plate or ñkeeperò mounted on the 

frame. Because of space limita-

tions, these locks are often flimsy 
and ineffective. They can be 

pried open with a tool, cut with a 

hacksaw or simply unhooked by 

jiggling the panel. 

The lock can sometimes be de-

feated when a corner of the panel 

is lifted, causing it to rotate 

within its frame around the pivot 

created by the engaged lock. This 

concentrates the weight of the 

door and the force of the prying 

action on the small contact area 

between bolt and strike. 

 

In many instances, the strike 

breaks or tears free of the jamb, 

allowing the door to be opened. 

 

But the lock is just one of the 

patio doorôs weaknesses: 

Some doors can be lifted out 

of their tracks from the out-

side, even when closed. 

The stationary panel is often 

held in place by retaining 

brackets fastened to the 

jamb with screws that are 

exposed to the outside; 

an intruder only has to 

remove the screws to 

open the door. 

Many aluminum and 

vinyl doors can be 

forced apart at the inter-

lock (where the closed 
doors overlap) without 

the glass breaking, al-

lowing a burglar to 

reach in and unlock the 

doors.  

 

Burglars can also break the 

glass on a patio door, but this 

is not common. Most entries 

are achieved by breaking the 

lock or otherwise forcing the 

door. 

 

Auxiliary Security Devices 
To compensate for the lack of 

effective locks on most patio 

doors, manufacturers have 
produced a wide range of add

-on security devices. Basi-

cally, there are three kinds: 

jimmy plates; safety bars; 

and auxiliary locks.  

 

These devices should be used 

in combination with one an-

other and with the doorôs 

existing lock to prevent hori-

zontal, vertical and rotating 

motion of the door. 

Make neighborhoods safer. 

Promote positive partnerships be-

tween police and fire personnel and 

the community. 

Generate support for local anti-crime 

programs. 

Tuesday, August 4Tuesday, August 4  

America's Night Out Against Crime 
 

National Night Out is designed to: 

 

Heighten crime and drug prevention 

awareness. 

Bring neighbors together and 

strengthen neighborhood spirit. 

Figure 2 Rotating motion 

of the panel caused by 

prying action, can break 

the lock.  

C O B B L E S T O N E  W A T C H W O R D  



P A G E  3  V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  1  

Jimmy plates 

and a spring 

lock will 

prevent a 

sliding patio 

door from 

being lifted 

out of its 

frame.  

Jimmy plates are designed to be 

installed in the upper door chan-

nel. They prevent the door from 

being lifted out of its track by 

eliminating the vertical play in 

the door. 

Homemade jimmy plates can be 

equally effective. First, make 
sure the door is properly adjusted 

for height. Then, with the door 

fully open, glue or screw a strip 

of wood or metal into the full 

length of the recess in the upper 

track. Choose a strip that will 

take up the vertical slack be-

tween door and frame and still 

allow the door to slide freely in 

its channel. 

Another method is to install sev-

eral large, pan-head screws into 

the upper track. Use wood or 

sheet-metal screws with wide 

heads spaced 250 mm (10 in.) 

apart. Screw them in just far 

enough that the top of the door 
grazes the screw heads without 

jamming. The fixed window 

panel can be similarly protected 

by a wooden dowel or metal rod 

slid into the space above the 

door. 

Figure 3 Jimmy plates and a 

spring lock will prevent a slid-

ing patio door from being lifted 

out of its frame.  

 

 

Figure 4 Install screws in up-

per channel to prevent slid-

ing panel from being lifted 

out of its track.  

 

Safety bars. Properly fitted 

jimmy plates will prevent ver-

tical and rotating motion of the 

door. But to keep the door 

from sliding horizontally, a 

good brace or ñcharlie barò is 

necessa 

ry. 

 

Commercially made charlie 
bars are usually mounted on 

the door jamb opposite the 

sliding panel. 

 

Figure 5 Safety bar.  

 

Some attach to the stile or 

glass of the stationary panel to 

resist the relative motion be-

tween the two panels. Most 

come with a retaining bracket 

to hold them out of the way 

when not in use. They are made 

of hollow aluminum or steel 

tubing. Some models can be ad-

justed in length to fit a variety of 

doors. 

Most safety bars are inexpensive 

and easy to install. However, you 
should avoid bars made of thin 

aluminum and those that use a 

friction device to secure the tele-

scoping sections. 

If possible, choose a bar of solid 

metal or heavy metal tubing. 

One-piece (fixed-length) bars are 

strongest, but heavy-duty adjust-

able bars that use a screw fas-

tener to secure the collapsing 

portions may also be acceptable. 

Mount the bar at the bottom of 

the sliding panel, near the sill, 

but in view of anyone outside. In 

this position, it will prevent both 

horizontal and rotating motion of 

the door while advertising the 
fact that you have taken special 

security precautions. A bar 

mounted at the level of the pull 

(handle) will also be effective if 

used in conjunction with jimmy 

plates or a bolt lock to resist the 

lifting and rotating motion of the 

panel. 

A simple safety bar can be made 

by cutting a length of wood (an 

old hockey stick or broom han-

dle is ideal) to fit snugly into the 

bottom channel of the sliding 

panel. 

Safety bars cannot be used on 

some vinyl doors whose stiles 

lack rigidity. 

Figure 6 A self -

storing bar for a slid-

ing patio door.  
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Close and lock 

patio doors 

when you leave 

your home, 

and even if 

you are going 

to be out of 

the room for 

an extended 

period.  

Some doors (wood frame and aluminum 

doors especially) can be pinned in the 

same way as double-hung windows. With 

the door closed, drill small holes through 

the top and bottom inside corners of the 

sliding panel part way into the outer, sta-

tionary panel on a slight downward slant. 
Be careful not to drill completely through 

the outer sash. Insert a strong nail or bolt 

in the holes to prevent the doors from 

being opened. Additional holes can be 

drilled that will allow the door to be 

locked while partially open, for ventila-

tion. 

Other Precautions 

Get into the habit of paying special atten-

tion to the security of your patio doors. 

Close and lock patio doors when you 

leave your home, and even if you are 

going to be out of the room for an 

extended period.  

Keep the area around patio doors 

clear of bushes and structures that 

could conceal someone trying to 

break in. Keep the doorway well-

lighted at night.  

If the primary lock (the one that 

comes with the door) is weak or 
inoperative, replace it with the best 

of the narrow-stile, hook-bolt locks. 

Consult a locksmith for the type best 

suited to your doors. 

Replace any fasteners exposed to the 

outside with one-way screws or 

round-headed bolts.  

Install a suitable alarm that will 

sound if the door is tampered with or 

the glass is broken. 

Auxiliary locks . There is a variety of 

locks available for use on sliding doors to 

supplement existing locks. They must 

also ñbe operable from the inside without 

requiring keys, special devices or special-

ized knowledge of the door-opening 

mechanismò if they are to meet building 

code requirements. 

Most of them use a slide or deadbolt of 

hardened steel and are easily operated 

with a lever or thumb-turn. They are de-

signed to be mounted on the inside edge 

of the door on the frame or track. 

 

Locks that bolt the sliding panel to the 

door frame (rather than to another panel) 

will prevent both horizontal and vertical 

movement. Choose a sturdy lock of solid 

metal construction that uses a deadbolt 

with at least a 25 mm (1 in.) throw. When 

installing these locks, be careful not to 

damage the glass or the thermal seal of 

the door. 

Double-cylinder locks that must be oper-

ated with a key from the inside are not 

permitted for fire safety reasons. 

Some locks cannot be used on doors with 
a vinyl sash because the sash is too flexi-

ble. If you install a lock on a vinyl door, 

be sure that all fasteners are securely 

fixed in the metal or wood framing of the 

sash or other structural component. To be 

effective, the bolt must also pass into a 

solid wood or metal part of either the door 

or frame. 

Figure 7 Auxiliary lock 

for sliding doors.  

C O B B L E S T O N E  W A T C H W O R D  

Help!  

Youõve probably noticed  that  due to vandalism, fights, and verbal alterca-

tions, the pool has been closed this summer.  The Board is at a crossroads, 

because there donõt seem to be any ideas as to what to do with the space 

in the future...Do you want to keep it closed?  Do you want it to reopen?  

Do you want the area used for some other purpose?  As a resident of Cob-

blestone, your ideas matter ñ you can help make the future decisions and 

make a positive difference!  Come to the area behind the pool on Saturday, 

July 25, at 10:00 AMñmeet your neighbors and voice your opinion!  Your 

opinion may be just the opinion the Board needs to hear! 



P A G E  5  V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  1  

While this checklist is an effective tool in uncovering security weaknesses, the Westminster Police Department cannot guarantee that 
by completing this checklist, your residence ill be immune from criminal activity. 

For more information, please call the Westminster Police Department Public Information Unit at 303-685-4419 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD  

Have you met the neighbors who live on all four sides of your home?  (Your first meeting should be under positive circum-

stances, not a complaint!) 

Have you talked to your neighbors about neighborhood security and participation in a Neighborhood Watch program? 

HOME EXTERIOR  

If you have a fence, do you have the gate locked with a weatherproof padlock? 

Are all entryways, porches, and walkways to your residence well lit? 

Do family members routinely secure items of value such as bicycles, tricycles, etc. at night or when the home is not occu-

pied? 

GARAGE  

For those of you with garages, do you keep the garage door closed when the garage is unattended or not in use? 

Is the garage door locked at all times, even when you are home? 

Do the doors leading into the garage or from the garage into the home solid wood or metal core and have a good quality 

deadbolt lock with a high security strike plate? 

Is the garage interior well lit?  Can the light be turned on from inside the home? 

Are electronic garage door openers removed from vehicles parked outside the garage? 

Are vehicles parked on the street locked, with windows rolled up, and have all valuables been removed, including credit 

cards, etc.? 

Are vehicles never left running unattended, even for short periods?  Leaving a running vehicle unattended is against the law. 

DOORS  

Are exterior doors kept locked, even when you are home, and secured if used for ventilation? 

Do screen or storm doors have adequate locks? 

If exterior doors swing outward and have exposed hinge pins, have removable pins been replaced with non-removable 

pins? 

Do doors fit securely in door jams to prevent forced spreading? 

Do your sliding glass doors have at least one of the following:  track lock, insertion pin lock, hinged door bar, dowel in 

track? 

Do your auxiliary locks prevent the sliding glass door from being lifted out of its track? 

Continued on Page 6 

HOME SECURITY & SAFETY CHECKLIST  
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Do you have 

a complete 

inventory of 

household 

goods and 

valuables 

(ideally with 

photos or 

videotape of 

the items)?  

HOME SECURITY & SAFETY CHECKLIST (Continued)  

C O B B L E S T O N E  W A T C H W O R D  

LOCKS  

Are deadbolt locks with at least a 1-inch throw installed on all exterior or entrance doors? 

Do all strike plates have 3-inch or greater length screws? 

Was your home rekeyed the last time a new occupant moved in? 

Are the door locks in a good state of repair? 

Do you avoid hiding keys outside the house? 

WINDOWS  

Have double-hung windows been pinned? 

Have screws been installed in the tracks of horizontal sliding glass doors? 

Do basement windows have security bars, grills, or auxiliary locks? 

Are window air conditioners anchored and protected by steel grillwork to prevent removal 

from the outside? 

SECURITY ALARM SYSTEM  

Does the home have an electronic intrusion alarm system? 

Was the alarm installed by an experienced, reputable, and reliable alarm installation company? 

Is the home security alarm monitored by a professional alarm monitoring company? 

If the alarm system is more than 5 years old, has the equipment been evaluated for upgrading or 

updating? 

Have all responsible members of the household been trained how to properly arm and disarm 

the alarm system? 

Does the alarm system have a back-up power source battery? 

MISCELLANEOUS  

Does your home have an Underwriterõs Laboratories (UL) burglary resistant safe? 

Have valuable papers such as stocks and bonds certificates, mortgages, property titles and 
deeds, birth, marriage and death certificates, passports, income tax records, etc. been placed in 

a rented safe deposit box? 

Do you have a complete inventory of household goods and valuables (ideally with photos or 

videotape of the items)? 

Is a radio or TV left playing when the home is unoccupied? 

Have interior house lights been left on when the home is unoccupied at night? 

Are children taught not to open the door to strangers? 

Is there a cell phone in the house in the event telephone lines are inoperative or you are unable 

to reach a phone? 

Has any type of home or personal identification information been removed from key rings? 
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C O B B L E S T O N E  W A T C H W O R D  

KIDõS CORNER 

Kids, Help McGruff! 
Good Friends vs. Gangs  

Learn About Gangs  

Have you ever heard of a gang? Do you know kids who are in a gang? 
Be careful! Gang members often get hurt and get in trouble with the 
law. 
     
A gang is a group that tries to control some part of a neighborhoodð
they call it turfðand does illegal things. Some gangs sell drugs. Others 
threaten people, such as shop owners, unless those people pay the 
gang money.  
 
Most gangs mark members wear special clothes or mark themselves 
with gang symbols. If a person has the mark of a certain gang and goes 
on the turf of another, it can be bad news for that personðgangs are 

almost always violent and fight with other gangs a lot. 

Learn To Avoid Gangs  

Gangs are violent and illegal. Gangs use guns and sell drugs. Gangs 
also often hurt new members when they join. Joining a gang can put 
your family and friends in danger. And if you join a gang and another 
gang finds out, they may hurt or kill you. 
     
If someone asks you to join a gang, say no. Get away. Tell a trusted 
adult. If that person is being a bully and tries to force you to join, re-

member what to do: 

Stick with your friends.  

Walk away from the bully.  

Ask an adult for help.  

McGruff the Crime DogÈ, ScruffÈ and ñTake A Bite Out Of CrimeÈò are registered 

trademarks of the National Crime Prevention Council, www.ncpc.org 

® 

Visit McGruffôs website at www.mcgruff.org. There are lots of safety tips and games on 

there for the kids! 

http://www.ncpc.org/
http://www.mcgruff.org/

